Stress and quality of life following cervical cancer.
Significant progress has been made in understanding the psychologic and behavioral aspects of cervical cancer. Descriptive data indicate acute trauma and disruption with the diagnosis and treatment, yet the majority of women return to precancer life. The notable exception to this is sexual functioning, which remains an area of significant morbidity. Future research will need to test variables that predict which women will be vulnerable to sexual dysfunction. Sexual self-concept (sexual self-schema), which is the extent to which a woman has a positive view of her own sexuality, appears to provide valuable information. The identification of such variables is an important step toward designing interventions for enhancing quality of life for patients with cervical cancer.